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It’s been a little while since our last newsletter
in November 2025, and we’re pleased to be back
with an update on the Future of Heyfield Project.
Over the past few months, there has been a
great deal of activity across the community and
Innovation Working Groups, with strong
participation in events, information sessions and
skill-building opportunities. 

Looking ahead, there are more opportunities on
the horizon to get involved with the project,
local community and learn new skills. We
encourage everyone to stay connected, attend
our upcoming sessions and continue to
contribute their ideas and feedback. 
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Heyfield Wetlands Walk. Photo credit: The Middle of Everywhere

In this Issue
Community Events (pages 2-3)
Innovation Working Group Updates
(pages 4-6)
Heyfield Adventure Hub Update
(page 7)
Upcoming Events (page 8)

The Future of Heyfield Project is
focused on supporting the rollout of
opportunities identified by the
Innovation Working Groups for the
growing future and economic stability
of Heyfield. This project is supported
by the Victorian Government under
DEECA’s Forestry Transition Program.
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Community Events

On Wednesday 25 February, a Human
Resources for Small Business workshop was
held at the Heyfield Community Resource
Centre, followed by a shared dinner for
attendees. The session was hosted by Caitlin
from Full Circle HR and brought together
local business owners and representatives
from across Heyfield for an informative and
engaging evening. 

The workshop received positive feedback
from participants, who valued the practical
and accessible guidance provided. Topics
covered included the essentials of employing
staff, the importance of employment
contracts, strategies for workplace retention
and approaches to managing difficult
behaviour in the workplace. 

HR for Small Business Workshop

Human Resources for Small Business Workshop attendees
learning about good HR habits

Grant Information Session
On Thursday 23 April, a Grant Information
Session was held at the Heyfield Community
Resource Centre, attracting around 20
members from local and community groups
and businesses. The session featured a
presentations that shared practical tips and
tricks on where to look for funding
opportunities, what to include in strong
grant applications and how to effectively
prepare before applying. 

Attendees also enjoyed a shared morning tea,
providing a relaxed opportunity to network
and connect with other local representatives
from Wellington Shire Council, Regional
Development Victoria, Gippsland Community
Foundation and others. Overall, it was a
valuable session that equipped participants
with useful skills and confidence to
strengthen their funding applications. 

David from Regional Development Victoria presenting at
the Grant Information Session
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Community Events

Packaging Workshop

On Thursday 27 November 2025, the
Heyfield Community Resource Centre and
Heyfield Adventure Hub hosted a
successful Packaging Workshop at Cafe
3858, facilitated by Tania Jacobs from The
Tourism Ninja.

The workshop brought together  
representatives from the Middle of
Everywhere along with a range of local
businesses and community stakeholders.
The focus of the session was on exploring
how tourism operators and businesses can
work together to “package” local
experiences in more compelling ways. 

Participants learned practical strategies for
combining attractions, activities,
hospitality and accommodation into
tourism ready offerings that add value for
visitors. These bundled experiences are
designed to make it easier for travelers to
discover the region, stay longer and engage
more deeply with what the Heyfield region
has to offer. 

The session also encouraged collaboration
across the local tourism network,
highlighting the importance of
partnerships in strengthening the visitor
economy and showcasing the unique assets
of Heyfield and the surrounding region. 

Overall, the workshop provided valuable
insights and actionable ideas for
businesses looking to enhance their
tourism offerings and attract more visitors
to their businesses. 

Attendees at the Packaging Workshop at Cafe
3858, Heyfield. 

Tania Jacobs (above) from The Tourism Ninja
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The Future of Heyfield Farmers Dinner was
held on Wednesday 29 April at the Tinamba
Hotel, marking the first networking and
dinner event delivered as part of the project.

The evening brought together nearly 30
attendees, including representatives from a
range of farming sectors across the Heyfield
district such as horticulture, dairy, fruit and
flowers. 

Innovation Working Group Update

Agriculture 
The Future of Heyfield
Farmers Dinner

Jobs on Farms Training
The Agriculture working group is excited to be hosting Be Work Ready - Jobs on Farms, a
hands-on training program designed to help local residents take their first steps into
agricultural employment. 

Running across five sessions in June at the Heyfield Community Resource Centre, the
course includes industry connections, farm visits and practical support to build
confidence and job-ready skills. 

This is an accessible pathway for anyone interested in exploring real opportunities in the
local farming sector. 
Bookings are essential. See the flyer on the next page for more information on how to
register. 
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Guests heard from Simon Johnson of Food & Fibre Gippsland, who provided an engaging
industry update. The event was a great success, offering a valuable opportunity for
individuals and businesses to connect, share experiences and strengthen local networks. 

Simon from Food and Fibre Gippsland speaking with
attendees of our Farmers Dinner at the Tinamba Hotel





On Tuesday 5 May, a Home Safety
Information Session was presented by Kim
Kell from Victoria Police, providing
practical advice on staying safe at home
and supporting older residents to live
independently for as long as possible. 

Home Safety
Information Session
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Innovation Working Group Update

Active Ageing
The Active Ageing Innovation Working
Group continues to deliver valuable
opportunities for the community, with two
successful sessions held recently. Read
more about these sessions below.

Introduction to Canva
On Wednesday 29 April, an Introduction to
Canva workshop was delivered by Devansh
from Tech PT. This sold-out session
helped improve digital literacy by giving
participants a hands-on introduction to
Canva, a user-friendly online design tool,
and equipping attendees with useful skills
to create digital content for personal or
community use. 
Due to the high level of interest in this
course, we will be hosting it again on 27
May. Scan the QR code below to book or
call 5148 2100

th

Upcoming 
Information Session



Heyfield Adventure Hubheyfieldadventurehub

The Heyfield Adventure Hub continues
to progress as an exciting initiative
focused on enhancing local recreation
and attracting visitors to the region.
The project aims to create a
welcoming hub that encourages
adventure and nature-based activities,
supports local tourism and provides
new opportunities for people to
connect and enjoy the natural
surroundings of Heyfield.  

Clean Up Australia Day
On Sunday 22 February, the Heyfield
Adventure Hub and Maffra and Districts
Landcare Network proudly ran Protect the
Point: Clean Up at Lake Glenmaggie as part of
the Clean Up Australia Day initiative. 
With 12 eager volunteers taking part, the
team collected vapes, nappies, tyres,
cigarette butts and large amounts of plastic
waste from around Sandy Point area. 
This year’s clean-up was a powerful
reminder that even a couple of hours of our
time can make a real difference in creating
healthier waterways for everyone to enjoy. 

Heyfield Adventure Hub Coordinator, Estelle (left) and
Maffra and Districts Landcare Agriculture Facilitator,
Callam (right)

Rubbish collected around Sandy Point Picnic Area and
Lake Glenmaggie

We’re looking for friendly locals to join
our volunteer crew and help bring our
events and activities to life!

Whether you’re keen to:
Help at events
Serve food and drink
Assist with activities
Or just lend a hand where needed

We’d love to hear from you! No
experience needed for most roles, if you
do have skills or certifications, even
better. This is a great way to meet people,
build skills and support local events. 

Got any questions? Email Estelle at
adventurehub@heyfield.net or phone
0403 392 631
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Innovation Working Group Update

Tourism
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Upcoming Events

AI for Grant Writing
The AI for Grant Writing Workshop is a practical,
hands-on workshop designed to help community
organisations strengthen their grant writing using
AI. This workshop is suitable for beginners and
experience AI users. Learn how AI can support
you in your grant application process and help
you identify grant opportunities. 

Bookings are essential on 5148 2100 or email
erinb@heyfield.net

Date: Thursday 21 May 2026
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Cost: FREE

Customer Service Excellence
Whether your starting a career in customer
service, a business owner or employee wanting to
strengthen your skills, this workshop is designed
for you. 
This free workshop will provide expert customer
service insights, practical strategies and easy to
use tools that can be tailored to suit your
individual business or workplace needs. 

Date: Tuesday 25 August 2026
Time: 5:30pm - 8:30pm
Cost: FREE

Bookings are essential on 5148 2100 or email
erinb@heyfield.net

Discover upcoming workshops designed to help local businesses, community groups
and individuals build practical skills and confidence. These sessions offer valuable
insights, hands on tools and real world strategies you can apply strait away. 
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