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Research Team 

Work Package Lead: Jay Rutovitz, UTS 

Research team: Heather Smith, Dr. Soheil 
Mohseni, Dr. Rakib Shah (Federation 
University, Australia), Anne Callies (RMIT), 
and Craig Memory (PIAC) 

Chief Investigator: Dr. Scott Dwyer, UTS 

Key support 

Wattwatchers Digital Energy 
Heyfield Community Resource Centre 
Latrobe Valley Authority 
AusNet Services 
Federation University Australia 
 
 

 

About the project 

MyTown Microgrid is an innovative, multi-
year, multi-stakeholder project that aims to 
undertake a detailed data-led microgrid 
feasibility for the town of Heyfield (Victoria), 
built on a platform of deep community 
engagement and capacity building. 

The project received funding under the 
Australian Government’s Regional and 
Remote Communities Reliability Fund 
Microgrids stage 1 funding round. It also 
received funding from the Latrobe Valley 
Authority as part of the Gippsland Smart 
Specialisation Strategy. 

Disclaimer 

The authors have used all due care and skill to ensure the material is accurate as at the date of this report. Regional and Remote 
Communities Reliability Funds Microgrid and the authors do not accept any responsibility for any loss that may arise by anyone 
relying upon its contents. 

© UTS July 2022 
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Decision Support Tool for grid-tied microgrids – Beta 

The Beta version of the Decision Support Tool (DST) presented here showcases the structure of the 

tool developed to support communities in the early stages of decision making about local energy 

systems. We anticipate commencing testing with the Community Reference Group, Steering Group, 

and wider project team by 31/8/2022.  

The MyTown project will then release the initial version for feedback from the broader Heyfield 

community and other community energy stakeholders, to ensure that the tool contains adequate 

detail, resources and preliminary analysis techniques to genuinely support microgrid projects in early 

decision-making stages. It is anticipated the next major version will be ready for testing with the 

wider community in early October 2022.  

The tool has been built as a Miro board 

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOjaNKts=/?share_link_id=6675894656801 and flowchart which 

allows the following features: 

• A slide presentation to allow the user to take a curated journey through the tool.  

• Links that allow the user to navigate to and between those elements that best suit their 

needs. 

• The support for embedded links to additional resources, linked datasets and calculators 

• Publicly viewable on tablets, phones and computers – although with the volume of 

information, larger screens are recommended. 

• The ability to expand the tool in future. 

 

Included in this report are printed versions of the following slides, noting these are interactive on the 

online version: 

Introductory Information  

1. Introductory sheets 

a. Microgrid building blocks (overview)  Page 5 

b. What is a Microgrid?    Pages 6 - 7 

c. Using the decision support tool – caveats   Page 8  

d. Shortcuts to all the slides in the tool     Page 9 

e. Guidance on navigating the tool   Page 10 

 

2. Main microgrid decision Journey   Pages 11 - 13 

 

3. Microgrid building blocks (additional information) 

a. Switch and main control unit   Page 14 

 

 
1 Note this link will not work for the later versions of the Beta DST 

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOjaNKts=/?share_link_id=667589465680
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During the next phase of development Information resources will be added to cover: 

1. Further information on additional microgrid building blocks 

2. Resilience and Energy 

3. How electricity networks are operated 

4. Models for site level initiatives 

5. Models for community level initiatives 

6. Potential 10 year plans and community journeys 

7. Advocacy and Partnerships 
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